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THREE MORE CSG LICENCES CANCELLED
Minister for Resources and Energy Anthony Roberts today announced the
cancellation of three Petroleum Exploration Licences (PELs), following buy-backs
from resources company Dart Energy.
Mr Roberts said PEL 459 covered 555,943 hectares between Armidale, Gunnedah,
Narrabri and south east of Moree.
PEL 460 covered 352,362 hectares north west of Wisemans Ferry, surrounding
Wollemi and south of Bylong.
PEL 464 covered 73,720 hectares north west of Gunnedah.
“The three PELs, covering almost a million hectares, were granted in 2008 under the
former Labor Government,” Mr Roberts said.
“The Baird Government’s NSW Gas Plan, released in November last year,
outlined our path to world’s best practice regulation, putting an end to Labor’s
mismanagement of the industry and we are delivering.
“The buy-back scheme, Action 4 in our plan, provides the opportunity for
titleholders to surrender their CSG licences in exchange for limited
compensation.
“We put our Gas Plan in black and white last year and have already started the
implementation of the Chief Scientist & Engineer’s recommendations, as well as
the regulatory reforms and actions outlined in the NSW Gas Plan.
“Mr Foley and the Labor Party haven’t outlined how they will implement the Chief
Scientist & Engineer’s recommendations, nor have they even ruled out a return to
Labor’s haphazard system of issuing CSG licences across the State.
“Mr Foley, just weeks before the election, has promised a CSG free Northern
Rivers.
“However Labor’s record shows this is nothing more than a cynical stunt to win
votes.”
Mr Roberts said that during parliamentary debate in February 2012 on coal seam
gas, Shadow Resources Minister Steve Whan stated:

“How can anyone seriously suggest that legislation should be introduced that
bans coal seam gas extraction in Sydney and the Sydney catchment but ignores
Newcastle, Wollongong, Narrabri, the Pilliga…The Labor Party believes that it is
not appropriate to arbitrarily choose an area and ban it forever for the purpose of
coal seam gas extraction.”
Mr Whan’s comments were reinforced by now Opposition Leader Luke Foley who
stated: “The Labor Opposition simply says that if, as the mover asserts, coal
seam gas is a bad thing, why treat the rest of the State differenty from Sydney?
The Labor opposition says we should treat the whole State the same.”
“This shows the blatant hypocrisy of the Leader of the Opposition in promising a
CSG free Northern Rivers, simply because that’s where he wants to pick up
votes,” Mr Roberts said.
“How can Mr Foley and Labor possibly be trusted when they emphatically say
one thing in Parliament yet change their position just weeks before an election?
“This is another Foley flip-flop.
“The people of NSW will never forget Labor’s mismanagement of the resources
sector.
“The Baird Government has put in place more than 60 reforms following Labor’s
16 years of mismanagement of the gas industry.
“Only the Liberals & Nationals Government has a clear, transparent plan that can
be trusted.”
*Maps of the three PEL areas are attached.

